vccahouston.org
PO Box 130891
Houston, TX 77219-0891

VCCA
Meeting

October
12th

The Monthly VCCA
meeting will be on
Monday, October
12th at 7:00 PM at Ca-
fé Ginger, located at
1952 West Gray Street
in the shopping center
near the intersection
with Driscoll.

Mayoral

Forum

For the October meeting, the
VCCA will host a mayoral forum. At
least five of
Eagﬁz G'inger the top City
of Houston
mayoral candidates have committed
to attend the October VCCA meeting.
They will introduce themselves,
speak about their thoughts on the
City and leave
some time for
questions. The
candidates are
very busy so they
will not all be at
the meeting at the
same time. Please come out and
support the

and maybe hear
the next mayor.
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Vo LTa L) BT BT T 0T Want to stay connected when it
comes to crime in our neighborhood?

October 67
Join us on Tuesday, October 6th at

6pm for National Night Out (NNO). We’ll meet in the parking lot of the of VCCA
newsletter-sponsor Dr. Rebecca Harvey at 2025 Fairview, between Huldy and
Brun. Please bring your own snacks and drinks and a
chair. VCCA will provide water, cups, flatware, napkins
and plates.

What is NNO? It's a fun way to get community members
and law enforcement agencies to get to know each other
even better and to:

® Heighten crime and drug prevention awareness;
® Generate support for, and participation in, local anticrime programs;
® Strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-community partnerships; and

® Send a message to criminals letting them know that neighborhoods are
organized and fighting back.

We want to see VCCA members from every street. Please tell your neighbors
about the gathering and tell them to tell a neighbor. Bring your spouse, partner,
children and well-behaved dogs and let’s find out about what’s going on and
what we can do to make it a safer place for everyone. A n HPD Officer will be
stopping by to shake hands and talk about crime prevention.

VCCA Dues:

If you have not tak-
en the opportunity to
pay your dues,
please consider pay-
ing them today. You

Coffee Breclk

Take a coffee break with friends and neighbors.

When: Wednesday, October 20th, 11 am
Where: 2224 Brun at the home of our
hosts Michael & Elizabeth McKenzie

can pay by check or
on the VCCA web The VCCA monthly coffee welcomes resi-
page through Pay- dents from Vermont Commons and Park

Civic. Come meet your neighbors, and we
guarantee you’ll make new friends.

pal. Thanks for your
interest in the neigh-
borhood.

The VCCA

October Meeting Sponsors:

Steve and Sylvia Brody

thanks our '
Sponsors

October Newsletter Sponsors:

Gary and Sara Strom




Monty’s
New Home
by Nina Otazo

——
p"a

Hi neighbors! |

dl wanted to give
y'all an update on
Monty. His
sleepover with a
prospective
adopter has
turned into a fur-
ever home. He
has come such a long way since | found him
injured in our neighborhood. | am so very proud
of our boy and also our incredible neighborhood
that immediately rallied around this sweet cat in

—

VCCA Chairs Corner

Vermont Commons

TNR Program

The objective of our Trap-Neuter-Release (TNR)
program is to help stabilize and then reduce the
population of free-roaming cats in our neighbor-
hood. We’d like to give you an update on the cu-
mulative results since the program was formed in
2012.

We have received a total of $ 2,565 in donations
from our neighbors. We have spent $ 1,394 at
Spay Neuter Assistance Program (SNAP) and $300
at the Cat Vet Clinic when the oppressive heat dic-
tated the need to hospitalize kittens for their spay/
neuter surgeries. We have a balance of $871.

With your donations, we have spay/neutered 21
cats and kittens. Most of these cats were returned
to the place they were trapped, but some were
found to be tame and were placed in loving homes.

Our neighbors have also paid out of their own
pockets for an estimated additional 30 cats and
kittens to be spay/neutered. Many of those were
placed in loving homes. One injured feral cat was
trapped by a caring neighbor but had to be eu-
thanized.

Now comes the astonishing number. These surger-
ies have prevented an estimated 1020 animal births!

I think we can all agree that we are happy to have
over one thousand fewer cats in the neighborhood.

Reducing Vermont Commons’ free roaming cat
population is an ongoing multi-pronged effort.
Preventing kitten births through our spay/neuter
program of free roaming cats is paramount. How-
ever taming wild kittens, re-homing tame cats and
keeping owned cats inside are all critical to our
success.

If you have unaltered cats/kittens around your
house or a neighbor’s house, they need to be
spayed/neutered. You can identify a cat/kitten that
has already been spayed/neutered by looking at its
ears. A spayed/neutered cat will have the tip of its
left ear clipped off.

If you need assistance getting neighborhood cats
fixed, we can help and it’s FREE! Contact:

Carolyn Levy houstoncatlover@gmail.com

Jane Crowder Schmitt jlc2728@gmail.com
Lisa Rainey blrainey2@sbcglobal.net

If you’d like to make a tax deductible donation to
help pay for getting Vermont Commons’ neighbor-
hood cats spayed/neutered, please send your check
made out to Rescue Bank (with Vermont Commons
on the note line at the bottom) to:

Ms. Elizabeth Asher, Executive Director

Rescue Bank, 6363 Woodway, Suite 975

Houston, TX 77057

need of our help. A million thanks goes to

Friends for Life, Houston's only no-
kill shelter, for graciously welcom-
ing Monty into their program so
they could get the word out to find
him just the right family. Monty's
new mom had a blind cat, Ray
Charles, who passed away and
was obviously a beloved member

of the family. He also has a new
sister, Reese, who is very sweet
with him. Monty now has the cut-
est little collar with a bell and a tag
that says, "Please call my mom. |
am blind." Just made my heart
swell to see that. She is the per-
fect mom for him because she sup-
ports him in being his absolute
best. He is exploring his environ-
ment, has discovered how to locate
his water bowl, is making use of a
scratching post...all the normal,
everyday things that cats do but,

VCCA Officers 2015 - 2016
President: Jeanette Hix
hix@rmi.net 713.521.3337
Vice President- Deed Restrictions:
Andy Tallin atallin01@yahoo.com
Vice President- Nextdoor: Lis Harper
lisharper@icloud.com
Treasurer: Robin Greene
rbogreene9@gmail.com 281.723.3554
Secretary: Lillian Skogsberg
lillian_skogsberg@earthlink.net
Newsletter: Michael Forlenza
vcca.newsletter@gmail.com

Coffee Coordinator:

VCCA COMMITTEES AND CHAIRS 2015 - 2016

Deed Restrictions: Andy Tallin atallin01@yahoo.com
Block Captains: Sharon McKinzie sharon912912@gmail.com

for Monty, these are mon-
umental milestones.

If you would like to get the
whole success story on

Newsletter Editor: Michael Forlenza vcca.newsletter@gmail.com

Monty, please go to the

Web Page: Carol Bjornstad carol.bjornstad@me.com

Nextdoor Coordinator: Karen Kane karen.db.kane@gmail.com

Friends for Life website -
www.adoptfriends4life.org/

vacant

Yard of the Month: Lillian Skogsberg lillian_skogsberg@earthlink.net

blog/view/ montys-
village. It is called Monty's
Village - and indeed it did

Graffiti Removal: Ann Ince annsplace44@yahoo.com

Book Club: Carole Dodson cardodson@sbcglobal.net

Trap Neuter Release: Carolyn Levy houstoncatlover@gmail.com

take a village. Many thanks
to everyone for your well-
wishes and support and for
making our neighborhood

Citizen’s Patrol: Elizabeth McKenzie emckenzie045@gmail.com

something very special.
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The Harris County Constable Patrol Program:

How it Works and How it Benefits Neighborhoods in Houston

With the goal of increasing safety, security, and quality of life in our neighbor-
hood, several Vermont Commons residents have formed a committee to inves-
tigate the potential for a Harris County Constable Patrol in Vermont Commons.

Recycle! Recycle! Recycle!

« Do you put plastic bags, pizza boxes,
broken dishes or aluminum foil in your
green recycle bin? These materials
should be placed in the regular (black)

rash bin.
P tc?tsy vtx)/ide, We are holding an educational meeting for all Vermont Commons residents on
G'u’r only 40% | Tuesday, October 27", 6:30 p.m., at Café Ginger. Harris County Precinct 1
G“EE" of whatis | Constable Alan Rosen will discuss how the program works, its benefits to par-
put inrecy- | ticipating neighborhoods, program costs, as well as answer any questions.
H“S‘@" féi;clil; bllse To provide firsthand perspective on the program, Michael Hawash, organizer of
« Do you the Constable Patrol program in Mandell and Winlow Place, neighborhoods

directly to the south of Vermont Commons, will be on hand
to describe their experiences, offer sugges-

tions, and discuss the possibility of Vermont MEHNG“
» Commons partnering with these adjacent ; (’/
neighborhoods. 4

know what items you are supposed to
put in your recycle bin? Read on the
lid of your green recycle bin for guid-
ance on the materials to placed inside
for recycling.

« If you want additional info about other
ways to recycle, visit the VCCA web

page at vccahouston.org.

We hope everyone will come to the meeting
and learn about the program.

CITERL RV TICR N SIS Have you noticed  and
the blue and white trucks, re-
Street Name Mosaics (S forming street paving, re-
name mosaics on the curbing,
curbs at the street intersections in Vermont Commons? name
The tiles were laid in the 1920s and 1930s by the City of changes

Houston when the area streets were paved and curbs were
added. It was cheap, attractive, durable, and easy to read.
The use of the tiles was discontinued when the city felt that
the names on the curbs could not
easily be seen. The tiles were re-
placed with street names on con-
crete posts. Drivers were going fast-
er and found that street signs on
poles were easier to read at the -
higher speeds. ‘ A

Today, while a number of these relics remain in pristine
___condition, most
_ are in various
states of deteri-
oration. Age,
contact with
automobiles
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The Wax Lab

1802 Dunlavy St.
Houston, TX 77006
{Located inside Amado Salon)
www.waxiabhouston.com
832-888-2430

Bring this ad in for $10 off your next male or female
Brazilian wax.

and destruction for handicapped access at corners have all
taken their toll on this pleasant reminder of Houston’s slow-
er paced past. There is a tile mosaic at the intersection of

- Hazard and Welch. Hopefully, the

- builder at that intersection will not dam-
ge or remove it.

If a contractor, no matter if it is city or
private, is working on the curb where
the tiles are present, a resident can ask
ai32+d that they not be removed or that the tile
be placed onto the new curb.

The city does not protect the tiles, but contractors have
been co-operative at leaving them in place. Historically
and esthetically, it would be great if all the remaining tiles
were protected. There is a web site that is registering the
tiles all across Houston: www.bluetileproject.com. Take a
photo and your favorite to the website.

Lisa Lucario
Parent & Teen Life Coach

Stronger Family Connections
College & Career Goal Setting
Communication Skills

Health & Body Confidence

‘ 713- 857-5782
www.lisalucarioteenlifecoach.com
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RIVER OAKS GYM

Bring in this ad and receive a one-week
pass and complimentary personal
training session.
riveroaksgym.com
1937 W. Gray, Suite 200
(713) 528-4600

Your Realtor &
Neighbor for 23 Years.

For any of your real estate needs, call me!

KE SPEAR

REALTOR ASSOCIATE
Circle of Excellence

713.204.7653

mspear@marthaturner.com
www.MikeSpear.com

WELCOME HOME

www. MARTHATURNER.com

M

PROPERTIES

Hicks Plumbing

Inc.
“Since 1952”

Complete Plumbing Services

Residential « Commercial e Repairs
Remodeling e Gas Inspections
Tankless Water Heaters

713/ 528.0141
davidhicksplumbing.com

Rebecca M. Harvey, D.D.S., P.A.
drharvey@dentisthouston.com
2025 Fairview Houston, TX 77019
Phone (713) 528-4054
Fax (713) 528-1443
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